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into an ungracious acceptance of defeat, lie brought ids head
erect and swung his bat with a careless freedom.

" Heavens 1 " murmured Radley. " Isn't he self-con-
scious ? "

Chappy didn't hear. He was taken up in applauding
the stylish innings of the retiring batsman, and swearing he
would stand the boy a liquor.

" Bravo, Doe I " he shouted. " Don't think you can
play cricket, 'cos you can't. So there 1 "

Doe entered blushing and stood nervously by an empty
chair near Radley, who read his meaning and said : " Sit
there, if you like/'

My friend put the chair very close to his hero and, having
sat in it, began to remove his pads. I think Radley was
pleased with this action and liked having the worshipping
youth beside him. The fall of Doe's wicket had brought
my innings nearer and started a fresh attack of stage-fright.
In my agitation movement seemed imperative. So I came
and reclined on the ground by Edgar, intruding myself on
his notice by asking:

" That beastly tapeworm Freedham spoilt your game,
didn't he ? "

Edgar heard my question, and his lips fumbled with a
reply. The face that he turned upon me was a deep plum-
pink from recent running and surmounted with fair hair
whose disordered ends were darkened with moisture.

" No," he said; " at least, I don't know him. But
what's it to do with you ? "

This remark was sufficiently discouraging to impel me
on to my feet and to send me to districts where I should
be less unpopular. I conceived the idea of examining Freed-
ham at nearer range. Perhaps I was jealous of him. Though
as yet I had no unordinary love for Doe, I had a sense of
proprietorship in him which was quickened the minute it
^as disturbed. So I moored myself on the railing about
three yards from Freedham. This could easily be managed,
Freedham being one of those boys who were always alone.
For a little I pretended to watch the game and then stole a
furtive, sideways glance at his lank profile. I had imme-
diate cause to wish I had done nothing of the sort, for he
turned his unholy eyes on mine and so disconcerted me that
I swung my face back upon the cricket field and affected